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ACCESSION OE GEORGE Y. 


No. 1. 

Baron Reuter to Viceroy. 

Telegram, London, 7tli May 1910, 0-35 a. m. (Reed. 6-30 a. m.) 
King died midnight. 


No. 2. 

H. M. the Queen to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 7th May 1910. 

My heartfelt thanks to you both for your sympathy. 


No. 3. 

H. M. tbo Queen to Earl of Minto. 

Telegram, 8th May 1910. 

I am deeply touched by your kind sympathy in my terrible grief. 


No. 4 

H. M. the Queen Alexandra to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 10th May 1910, 3 p. m. 

Grateful thanks for kind sympathy. 

No. 5. 

H. R. 3EL Prince of Wales to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 7th May 1910. 

My sincere thanks to Lady Minto and yourself for kind sympathy. 







No. 6. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Army Dept.) 

Telegram, 7th May 1910, 12-50 p. m. (Kecd. 9-20 p. m.) 

Death of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward VII, Emperor of India. 
Please fire 68 minute guns today at all customary places. Half-mast flags 
until further orders. 


No. 7. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 7th May 1910, 5-45 p. m. (Kecd. 8th, 7-30 a. m.) 

Poliowing Despatch will issue by next mail. It should be communicated, 
bearing date of 7th May last, to all Local Governments and published with 

least possible delay :— 

Begins. My Lord,—it is my painful duty to communicate to Your Excellency 
in Council the melancholy intelligence of the death of our late Sovereign Lord 
King Edward the Seventh, Emperor of India, which occurred at Buckingham 
Palace at 11-45 i\ m. on 6th May last to the universal sorrow of all his subjects. 
The Lords of the Privy Council and others according to custom will at once 
assemble and give orders for proclaiming His present Majesty King of the 
United Kingdom Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India. A copy of their 
Proclamation will in due course be transmitted to Your Excellency’s Govern¬ 
ment. I will in due course communicate to you the date fixed for the funeral 
of the late King-Emperor and the duration of public mourning, but in the 
meantime it will be for Your Excellency to issue such instructions as may 
appear to you proper in that behalf pending the receipt of further particulars. 

The sad intelligence which I have conveyed to you will, I know, be 
received in no part of the British Dominions with deeper grief than in India 
whose Princes and people of all races and classes were at all times the objects 
of His late Majesty’s gracious solicitude and who in their turn bore constant- 
witness to their affection to his person and their loyalty to his throne. 
Despatch ends in usual terms. 


No. 8. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Army Dept.) 

Telegram, 7th May 1910, 8-15 p. m. (Kecd. 8th, 7-30 a. m.) 

Until further orders Military officers will wear mourning prescribed by 
paragraph 1702, King’s Kegulations. No music will be played by military 




bands until after funeral except at Proclamation of Accession of His Majesty 
the King-Emperor of India which should be carried out on Monday, 9th May, 
next, flags being hoisted to masthead, Royal salutes being fired and National 
Anthem played. Plags should remain to masthead till evening. From follow¬ 
ing morning flags to be half-masted again and remain so until further orders. 
Act in concert with Royal Navy. 


No. 9. 

F&om THE HON’BLE SIR HARVEY ADAMSON, Kt., k.c.s.i., Member of the Viceroy’s 

Council. 


Simla, May 1th, 1910. 

Rear Lord Minto, 

It is indeed very sad news* 

I have looked up the papers in this Department and can find no trace of 
an official message of condolence being sent when Queen Victoria died. I 
have also telephoned the Foreign Department and they have no record of an 
official message. 

I think that it would be better that the telegram of condolence should go 
from Your Excellency, and that it should express condolence from yourself 
and on behalf of the Government of India, and I suggest also that it might 
say that you are convinced that the sad intelligence will be received with 
sorrow by the Ruling Chiefs and all classes of the people in both British India 
and Native States. If the telegram is in Your Excellency’s name, it can bo 
more sympathetic and less formal than a telegram from the Government of 
India. 

I am not sure to whom it should be addressed, as the Prince of Wales has 
now become King—Perhaps it might be addressed to the Queen, but Your 
Excellency will know better than I do what the proper etiquette is. 

We have the Gazette Extraordinary ready, but it cannot be issued until 
we receive more reliable information than a Reuter’s telegram. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) H. ADAMSON. 




No. 10. 

From H. E. GENERAL SIR O’MOORE CREAGH, o. o. b., y. c., Commander-in-Chief 

in India. 

Simla, May 1th , 1910. 

My dear Viceroy, 

It is indeed sad news, especially at the present juncture. 

I am enquiring regarding precedent, and will inform you directly I find 

out. 

Yours ,very truly, 

(Sd.) O’M. CREAGH. 

No. 11. 

Fbom H. E. GENERAL SIR O’MOORE CREAGH, <j, c. b., v. o., Commander-in-Chief 

in India. 

Simla, May 1th , 1910. 

My dear Viceroy, 

The Home Department publish the order which is reproduced by G. 0. C. C. 
1 send you herewith copy of order issued on the death of the late Queen. 

We have got everything in train to send to G. 0. C.’s of divisions, &c., 
when the Home Office despatch is received, which it has been I think by this. 

The offices (Military Head-Quarters) are closed for the day, I enclose 
copy. Of course people are there for urgent work. 

I think all is done except Your Excellency wishes anything else. If 
not, please don’t trouble to reply, but kindly return hook of orders by bearer. 

Yours very truly, 

(Sd.) O’M. CREAGH. 

[ ENCLOSURE TO THE ABOVE LETTER.] 


ARMY DEPARTMENT. 

Office Order. 

The sad news of the death of His Majesty the King-Emperor of India having been 
received, the office will be closed today. 

_ „ R. I. S gallon, Major-General. 

7-5-10. 

Copy forwarded to •— 

The Chief of the General Staff. 

The Adjutant-General in India. 

The Quarter-Master-General in India. 







MWisr^ 



7-5.10. 
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•Tie Principal Medical Officer, His Majesty*s Forces in India. 

The Military Secretary to H. E, the Comraander-in-Chief. 

The Director-General of Ordnance in India. 

The Director-General of Military Works. 

The Finance Department (Military Finance). 

»T. F, Cooias, Major , 
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No. 12. 

From THE HON'BLE SIR LOUIS DANE, k. o.i.b., c. s. i., Lieut -Governor of the Punjab 

Barnes Court , Simla, May Utli, 1910. 

Your, Excellency, 

I received at Solon a telegram which intimated the sad news that His 
Most Gracious Majesty King Edward VII, Emperor of India, had passed away. 
On behalf of his loyal province of the Punjab I hasten to express to you, his 
representative, the profound grief with which the news will be received by all 
classes of the people, who, however they may he divided in other respects, are 
all united in loyalty to the Crown. Their grief will be all the deeper because 
until late last night they had no reason to suppose that His Majesty’s illness 
was in any way serious, and they had not been able to send any message of 
sympathy to His Majesty. 

I would ask Your Excellency, when a suitable occasion offers, to express to 
Her Majesty Queen Alexandra, to the King-Emperor and the Royal Family 
the loyal homage and respectful sympathy of the Punjab, to which I venture 
to add my own. 

With respect, 

I have, &o., 

(Sd.) LOUIS W. DANE. 


No. IB. 

From SIR HARNAM SINGH, k. c. i. e. 


The Manor , Simla, May 7th, 1910. 

My Lord, 

We can hardly realise that the cruel hand of death has bereft us of our 
beloved Sovereign. It seems only the other day that we had the honour and 
privilege of being present at His late Majesty’s Coronation. The King’s death, 
having regard to the political situation, could not have happened at a worse 
time, and is a dire calamity for the British Empire, but the Lord knows best, 






( 6 ) 

_ _ Will. His late Majesty will be mourned 

not onlyby hiT own subjects, but by the whole world. The late King-Emperor’s 
sympathetic attitude towards, and keen interest in, his Indian Empire will 
ever be remembered with affection and gratitude by the people of this land. 

We shall feel grateful to Your Excellency if Your Lordship will convey 
to Her Majesty Queen Alexandra and the Royal Family our humble and true 
sympathy with them in their great sorrow. May the God of all mercies 

Himself be their comfort and support. 

Allow us to offer Your Excellency also our sincere sympathy for the great 
loss Your Lordship and the Government of India have sustained m the 
lamented death of our Sovereign. 

With due respects, 

I remain, &c., 

(Sd.) EARN AM SINGH. 


No. 14. 

From Mrs. LESLIE PORTER. 

Govt. Mouse , Naini Tal, May 7th, 1910. 

Hear Colonel Pinhet, 

Will you very kindly forgive my writing to ask your advice on a small 
matter, as I want to make no mistakes. 

Owing to the sad death of His late Majesty, all public entertainments are 
now postponed. There is only one thing 1 was not sure of—a Flower and 
Poultry Show advertised to take place on the 21st May in our grounds being 
lent for the occasion. Shall this be stopped also ? And believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. PORTER. 

* Notk.--M. S. V.,—If the funeral is to take place on 20th, I should think there can be no objection to a 
Poultry Show on 21st. But what a question to ask me! What do you thinkP 

(Sd.) A. F. Pinhet,—9.5-10. 

No, I do not think there is any objection to anything of the nature of a show, races, tournament, Ac., 
taking place after the funeral. __ (Sd.) V. BBOOKE. 

No. 15. 

From B. M. MALABARI, Esq. 

JBandora Sill, Bombay , May 7th , 1910. 

Hear Lord Minto, 

This is terrible news I have by wire. It is so sudden, although serious 
complications were not unexpected. His Majesty’s passing entails a disturbance 
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of the peace of the world. For India the outlook is decidedly gloomy; any 
way it means much extra strain on her rulers. 

God help us all in this dark hour ! Pray be careful of your strength. 

Yours sincerely, 

_ (Sd.) B. M. MALABARI. 

No. 16. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 8th May 1910, 3-25 p. m. (Peed. 9th, 2-40 a. m.) 

Private. Your telegram of today. Following is text of Proclamation 
approved for proclaiming His Majesty in India" 

Begins . Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to call to His mercy Our 
Hate Sovereign Lord King Edward the Seventh of Blessed and Glorious 
Memory by whose decease the Imperial Grown of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and all other His Late Majesty’s Dominions is solely 
and rightfully to the High and Mighty Prince George Frederick Ernest Albert. 
We here insert the description of the persons making the Proclamation. There¬ 
fore do now hereby with one full voice and consent of tongue and heart publish 
and proclaim that the High and Mighty Prince George Frederick Ernest Albert 
is now by the death of Our Late Sovereign of Happy and Glorious Memory 
become our only lawful and rightful Liege Lord George the Fifth by the 
grace of God King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and 
of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Defender of the faith, Emperor of 
India to whom we do acknowledge all faith and constant obedience with all 
hearty and humble affection beseeching God by whom Kings and Queens do 
reign to bless the Royal Prince George the Fifth with long and happy years to 
reign over us. Ends. 


No. 17. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 8th May 1910, 6-20 p. m. (Reed. 9th, 3-30 a. m.) 

My telegram of today. Following is text of King’s Declaration made in 
Council yesterday, which may be publicly read together with Proclamation 
already telegraphed to you. 

Begins. At the Court at St. James the 7th Day of May 1910 Present 
the King’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. His Majesty being this day 
present in Council was pleased to make following declaration:— 

My Lords and Gentlemen,-—My heart is too full for me to address you 
today in more than a few words. It is my sorrowful duty to announce to you 




the death of my dearly loured father, the King. In this irreparable loss, which 
has so suddenly fallen upon me and upon the whole Empire, I am comforted 
by the feeling that I have the sympathy of my future subjects who will mourn 
with me for their beloved Sovereign whose own happiness was found in sharing 
and promoting theirs. I have lost not only a father’s love, but the affectionate 
and intimate relations of a dear friend and adviser. No less confident am I in 
the universal loving sympathy which is assured to my dearest mother in her 
overwhelming grief. 

Standing here a little more than nine years ago our beloved King declared 
that, as long as there was breath in his body, he would work for the good and 
amelioration of his people. I am sure that the opinion of the whole nation 
will be that this declaration has been fully carried out. 

To endeavour to follow in his footsteps and at the same time to uphold the 
constitutional government of these realms will be the earnest object of my life. 
I am deeply sensible of the very heavy responsiblities which have fallen upon 
me. I know that I can rely upon Parliament and upon the people of 
these Islands and of my Dominions beyond the Seas for their help in the 
discharge of these arduous duties and for their prayers that God will grant me 
strength and guidance. I am encouraged by the knowledge that I have in my 
dear wife, one who will he a constant help-mate in every endeavour for our 
people’s good. 

Whereupon the Lords of the Council made it their humble request to 
His Majesty that His Majesty’s Most Gracious declaration to Their Lordships 
might be made public, which His Majesty was pleased to order accordingly. 

finds. _ 


No. 18. 

Fbom THE HON’BLE SIR CHARLES BAYLEY, x.o s.i., Resident, Hyderabad. 


Hyderabad, May 8th, 1910. 

Mv bear Pinhey, 

His Excellency will, I think, like to have such particulars as I can give 
regarding the manner in which the very sad news of His Majesty’s death was 
received by the Nizam. 

As you are aware, the only intimation of the King’s illness was that 
contained in Reuter’s telegrams, and of these the first, which gave ground for 
apprehension of serious danger, arrived about 9 p. M. on Eriday. I at once 
communicated its contents to His Highness, and at 4 a. m., yesterday, when the 
message came, speaking of His Majesty’s condition as “ critical”, I wrote again 
to inform him. Before he could reply the news arrived (at 7-30) that all was 




over. I telephoned immediately to the Palace, and a few minutes later His 
Highness telephoned his deep and sincere regret and asked that his heartfelt 
condolences might be conveyed to His Majesty and the Royal Family. He also 
expressed his wish to pay me a formal visit of condolence at the Residency at 
5 in the afternoon. Early in the day he wrote me the letter, of which I 
enclose a copy. I have reported what took place at the visit in a telegram to 
the Foreign Secretary which His Excellency has probably seen. His Highnesses 
manner was most sympathetic and his sorrow was evidently very genuine. He 
laid great stress on the terrible loss which the whole Empire, and especially 
India, has sustained, and on his wish that his truest sympathy and condolences 
should he conveyed to Her Majesty the Queen Alexandra and to their present 
Majesties. Yesterday all offices and shops were closed by the Nizam’s order 
and all flags were half-masted. His Highness was accompanied by his Minister, 
the Nawab Kban-i-Kkanan Bahadur (Military Member of his Council), his 
Private Secretary and Sir Afsar-ul-Mulk. I and my staff received him in full 
uniform. 

I have returned His Highness’s visit this afternoon. He spoke much of the 
suddenness of the late King’s death, and asked me if I thought that his mes¬ 
sages had yet reached Their Majesties. I explained that there must be a great 
press of urgent business both at Simla and in London at present, but assured 
him that no unnecessary delay would occur. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) CHAS. S. BAYLEY. 

[enclosure to the above letter.] 


Copy of letter from Ills Highness ike Nizam, elated the 1th May 1910. 

Mr dear Sir Charles Bayley, 

I am unable to find words to express to you my .grief at the sad and sudden news of the 
death of His Majesty King Edward who walked in the footsteps of his great and good 
mother so closely and so well that we in India had almost, forgotten the loss we had sustained 
by the death of Her Majesty Queen Victoria. The present loss coming, as it has done, so 
soon after the former one, is most distressing. As I have telephoned to yon, I shall bo much 
obliged if you would very kindly telegraph and convey to His Excellency the Viceroy and, 
through him, to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress and the Royal Family an expression of ray 
deep and heartfelt condolences. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) MIR MAHBOOB ALI KHAN. 

No. 19. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Home Dept.) 

Telegram, 9th May 1910,1-25 p. m. (Reed. 10-15 p. m.) 

Lord Chamberlain issues orders for Court mourning till 7th May next. 
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No. 20. 
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Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Army Dept,) 
Telegram, 9th May 1910. (Heed. 10th, 8-15 a. m.) 


By His Majesty’s Command drums are to be covered with black and black 
crape to be hung from top of Colour Staff of Infantry and Standard Staff and 
trumpets of Cavalry till after funeral of His late Majesty. Military Officers 
will wear mourning in uniform until 6th November next. 


No. 21. 


Private Secy, to Lieut.-Govr., Bengal, to Private Secy, to Viceroy. 
Telegram, Darjeeling, 9th May 1910. 


Following telegram received from Maharaja Tagore:— 

Begins. Beg to inform His Honour confidentially that it is proposed to 
have a day of general mourning, mass meeting, Maidan, prayers, poojahs, feeding 
poor, as on death of Empress Victoria; a public meeting * of all communities 
in Town Hall under His Honour’s presidency being considered. Am writing 
details. Ends. 

Lieutenant-Governor feels much doubt whether it is desirable or in 
accordance with precedent that he should take leading part in such function. 
His view is that meeting, if held, should be conducted entirely by non-official. 
He will however be guided entirely by view of His Excellency. 


No. 22. 


Secretary of State to Viceroy, (Foreign Dept.) 
Telegram, 9th May 1910, 8-5 p. m. (Heed. 10th, 8 a. m.) 


Your telegrams, dated 7th May and 8th May, forwarding messages of 
condolence from the Nizam of Hyderabad, His Highness the Maharaja of 
Kashmir, His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore, His Highness the 
Maharaja of Bikaner, His Highness the Maharaja of Cooch Behar and 
Baroda Durbar. I have received also messages from His Highness the 
Jain of Nawanagar, His Highness the Baja Sahib of Dhrangadra, Maharaja 
Darbhanga for British Indian Association, Calcutta, Maharaja Bobbili 
and through Private Secretary to His Majesty from His Highness the 
Mir of Khairpur, Behar Landholders Association, Calcutta, His Highness the 
Maharaja of Jodhpur, His Highness the Maharaja of Idar. Full text of these 




and of other messages of condolence received direct will be communicated by- 
mail. I have His Majesty’s authority to request you to acknowledge in 
suitable terms all such messages which will be duly submitted to His Majesty. 
Of those received by you please telegraph only those which require exceptional 
treatment or are paid for and report rest by Despatch after sending suitable 
acknowledgment. Those received here will be similarly transmitted to you for 
acknowledgment unless special treatment required. 


No. 23. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Foreign Dept.) 

Telegram, 10th May 1910, 5-55 p. m. (Feed. 11th, 8-45 a. m.) 

I am commanded by the King-Emperor to transmit to Your Excellency 
the following answer which His Majesty has been graciously pleased to make 
to the address communicated to me by Your Excellency for submission to His 
Majesty on behalf of the Government and tbe Princes and people of India :— 

Begins. I have received with profound appreciation the expression of 
sympathy and loyalty, conveyed in Your Excellency’s message, from the Princes 
ane people of all races and creeds in my Indian Empire on the occasion of the 
death of my dearly loved father, the King-Emperor. I am deeply touched by 
this expression of their universal sorrow for his death. He ahvays remembered 
with affection his visit to India, and its welfare was ever in his thoughts. From 
my own experience I know the profound loyalty felt for my throne by the 
Pi'incesand peoplo of India, to whom I desire that my acknowledgments of the 
homage they have tendered to me on my accession may be made known. The 
prosperity and happiness of my Indian Empire will always be to me of the 
highest interest and concern as they were to the late King-Emperor and the 
Queen-Empress before him. Ends. 


No. 24. 

From THE HON’JBLE Mr. E. H. CRADDOCK, c. s. i., Chief Commr., Central Provinces. 


The Residency, Pachmarhi , May 10th, 1910. 

MX bear Colonel Finest, 

The grievous news of the death of the late King-Emperor has aroused a 
remarkable feeling in all parts of the Province. Messages are pouring in from 
all sorts of men and local bodies, and I have every reason to think that the loyal 





messages received are most genuine and heartfelt. In some eases men of very 
moderate means subscribe for the cost of a cable home. Europeans, of course, 
are always more restrained in expressing their feelings, but there could be no 
question of their depth. 

2. Certain questions arise regarding the period and observance of mourn¬ 
ing. The orders regarding the period will doubtless issue before long, but I 
should be greatly obliged if you would kindly convey to me His Excellency’s 
directions on certain points connected with social events during the period of 
mourning ordered:— 

(i) In the Pacbmarhi season there is always a “ week”, of which the 
events consist of a polo tournament, races, and a horse show. This is fixed 
to begin on the 27th of May. Am I right in supposing that after the late 
Sovereign’s funeral, the prescribed period of mourning will not necessitate the 
cancellation of events of tins kind? In England such sports are almost 
entirely organised by private persons : in India by officers, Civil and Military, 
of the Government; but I should suppose that His present Majesty would not 
desire the abandonment, of fixtures of healthy field sports. 

(ii) In the event of these being held, would it be proper or not for myself 
as Chief Commissioner to attend these sporting events as a spectator ? 

(iii) It has been the practice for the Chief Commissioner to give a Ball 
and a garden party during the “ week”. If the period of full mourning 
extends to six months, does this mean that no entertainments of either of the 
above-mentioned description can be held at all during that, period? Mv 
recollection is that on the occasion of the demise of the late QueemEmpress 
Victoria, nothing of the kind was held for six weeks, but that after that period 
ceremonial mourning only was observed. If this period be also fixed on this 
occasion, the Ball would have to be postponed until about June 20th; if the 
whole period of six months is covered by the prohibition, it would not take 
place at all this year. Possibly a, distinction might be drawn between a Ball 
and a garden party, but on this point I should be glad of His Excellency’s 
orders. 

(iv) It has also been the practice for a considerable part of the Chief 
Commissioner’s hospitality to be of a private and unofficial nature. The 

invitation is worded, “ Mrs.-----At Home”, and in that case uniform 

is not worn. Similarly, Mess Dress is not prescribed for dinner parties unless 
the number exceeds twelve. The point I would ask then, is it in His Ex-, 
cellency’s opinion possible to differentiate hospitality in respect of a Cinderella 
Dance or a garden party in this way, and would it be proper to dispense 
hospitality of the unofficial kind when the invitation extends to everybody on 
the Government House list, or only if the guests are limited in number ?• 
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3. I am sure that His Excellency will recognise that I am most anxious 
not to do anything which would entail the shadow of disrespect to the late 
Sovereign’s memory; hut at the same time the world goes on, young people 
cannot be deprived of all amusements, and the Chief Commissioner draws a 
sumptuary allowance. The Pachmarhi season ends at the end of June, so that 
if his doors are closed, it is not postponement but abandonment of his social 
duties for the season. 

4. I hope that His Excellency will not mind my troubling him about 
these matters, as I am most anxious to do what is right; on the one hand to do 
nothing in the slightest degree unbefitting the circumstances of the national 
loss'; and on the other, not to shirk social duties which could be performed 
without obj ection. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) R. H. CRADDOCK, 


No. 25. 

Sir James Dunlop Smith to Viceroy. 

* Telegram, 11th May 1910,1-50 p. m. (Reed. 12th, 7-45 a. m.) 

After consulting Lady Antrim have ordered wreath from both Your 
Excellencies. 


No. 26. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Foreign Dept.) 

Telegram, 11th May 1910, 7 p. m. (Reed. 12th, 7 a. m.) 

My telegram, dated 9th May. Please acknowledge in suitable terms 
messages of condolence which have been graciously received by Their Majesties 
from His Highness the Maharaja of Alwar; Sir Jamsetji Jijeebhoy for Parsi 
community, Bombay; Chairman, Calcutta Corporation; Surendranath Sanerjee 
for Indian Association, Calcutta; Nawab Bahadur and Begum, Murshidabad. 


No. 27. 

From COLONEL HIS HIGHNESS RAJA SIR HIRA SINGH BAHADUR, a. c. s. x., 

a. c. i. of Nabha (to Private Secy.). 

Nabha, May llth, 1910. 

My dear Eriend, 

I have been very much grieved to learn the lamented demise of His Most 
Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor Edward VII. My heartfelt grief is 
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beyond description. I hope you will be pleased to convey my heartfelt sorrow 
and deep sympathy to His Excellency the Viceroy, 

1 deeply sympathize with the Dowager Queen-Empress, His Majesty King- 
Emperor George V and all the members of the Eoyal Family. 

The grief is a universal one. It has affected not me only, but also the 
contemporary Sovereigns all over the world whose hearts His late Majesty had 
won by his amiable manners. 


I am, your sincere Friend, 
(Sd.) HIRA SINGH. 


No. 28. 

1 From THE HON’BLE Mr. E. G. COLVIN, o.s. t. Agent to the Govr.-General, 
Kajputana, and Chief Conmir., Ajmer-Meiwara. 


Abu, May 1UA, 1910. 


[ Private .] 

My dear Pinhey, 

The King’s death has come as a great shock and surprise to all of us— 
and there is undoubtedly a very general sense of dismay and personal loss 
throughout Kajputana. 

I suppose we shall presently receive more definite orders as to the period 
of mourning. 

Of course, all festivities and entertainments here have been cancelled 
until after the funeral. But I take it that fixtures such as the polo tourna¬ 
ment here, which was to begin on the 26th instant need not be cancelled. I 
should be much obliged if you would kindly let me know what is going to be 
done at Simla in such matters as the polo tournament, the Simla A. D. C. and 
so on. It would be a guide to us here. 

I have postponed my garden parties this week and next, but I am inclined 
to think they might recommence from the following week. You know what 
quiet little functions they are. 

Any hints you can give us, based on what is being done at Simla or 
elsewhere, would be welcome. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) 1. G. COLVIN. 




No. 29. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 12th May 1910, 2-46 p. m. (Eecd. 13th, 7 a. m.) 

Funeral of Late King-Emperor will take place on 20th May next. Earl 
Marshal gives notice of public mourning from 12th May next, duration not 
fixed. Make following alterations in Prayer Book—in all prayers for Kini? 
the word “George” should be substituted for “Edward in prayers for the 
Royal Family, the words “ Our Gracious Queen Mary, Alexandra the Queen- 
Mother, Edward Luke of Cornwall” should be substituted for “Our Gracious 
Queen Alexandra, George Prince of Wales, the Princess of Wales”. 


No. 30. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

* Telegram, 12th May 1910, 6 p. m. (Reed. 13th, 7 a. m.) 

Private. Your private telegram of today. Date of funeral and dav of 
mourning Friday, May 20th. 3 


No. 31. 


From NAWAB SIR FAIYAZ ALI KHAN, k. c. i. b., c. s. 

to the Viceroy). 


(to the Private Secretary 


Jaipur, May 12th, 1910. 

Mi dear Sir, 

With feelings of profoundest regret I received the most painful and un¬ 
expected news that our beloved King-Emperor has passed away. 

All classes of community mourn the sudden and tragic death, which has 
cast a deep gloom over the whole of India. 

May the departed soul rest in peace and may God support the Queen- 
Empress in her deepest affliction. 

It is my earnest prayer that the Great God may grant long life and 
prosperity to our New King-Emperor. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) FAIYAZ ALI KHAN. 
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No. 32. 

From THE VEN’BLE G. E. NICOLLS, Archdeacon of Lahore. 


1-15 P. M. 

.Dear Colonel Victor Brooke, 

On talking over the telephone to the Home Department, I hear that they 
are not undertaking the arranging of tbe seats for the memorial service. If 
this is so, I beg to propose that I should undertake the thing myself, if it will 
solve the difficulties. I shall have to make what arrangements I can for help, 
but I am ready to do it if necessary. Kindly let me know as soon as you can. 
It will be better for me to step into the gap than for the thing to run on 
beyond Monday without being actually put in hand, as there is several hours* 
work in it. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) G. E. NICOLLS. 


No. 33. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 13th May 1910, 2-50 p. m. (Reed. 14th, 0 a. m.) 

' ■!," h .7 ■ V'77'; 7 : ■ i;; k ' s f .. ’ : ' V- 

Your telegram, dated 12th May. Gazettes should omit black edge after 
14th May next. Black-edged paper, full border, should be used official corre¬ 
spondence until. 7th November next, and thenceforward till 7th May next 
middle border. 


No. 34. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Foreign Dept.) 


Telegram, 13th May 1910, 5-16 p. m. (Reed. 14th, 7 a, ro.) 

Your telegram, dated 10th May. Please communicate to Minister and 
Maliaraja-Dhiraj of Nepal the following message from His Majesty the King- 
Emperor :— 

Begins. I warmly appreciate Your Excellencies’ expression of sorrow and 
sympathy, and I take tbe opportunity of assuring Your Excellencies of my 
goodwill towards you and your State and my "constant interest in your 
welfare. Ends. 





Minis 
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No. 35. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Foreign Dept.) 

Telegram, 13th May 1910, 5-15 p. in. (Deed. 14th, 7 a. m.) 

1 am commanded by His Majesty the King-Emperor to send the follow¬ 
ing reply to your telegram, dated 11th May:— 

Begins. I desire you to convey to the Comxnander-in-Chief and the 
whole Army in India my own and Her Majesty the Queen’s warm apprecia¬ 
tion of their loyal and sympathetic message. Ends. 


No. 36. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 13th May 1910, 8-50 p. m. (Reed. 14tli, 7-30 a. in.) 

My telegram, dated 12th May. Earl Marshall notifies public mourning 
deep till 17th June next, half till 29th July next. 


No. 37. 

Private Secy, to Governor of Madras to Private Secy, to Viceroy. 
Telegram, Ootacamund, 13th May 1910. 

Governor will be obliged for early intimation, of date and hour of 
King Edward’s funeral when known, as it is proposed to hold memorial service 
here at same time, if possible. 

No. 38. 

Private Secy, to Governor of Bombay to Private Secy, to Viceroy. 
Telegram, Mahableshwar, 13th May 1910,1-44 p. m. (Reed. 3 p. m.) 

Have you official intimation of date of His late Majesty’s funeral ? 

No. 39. 

Feom Mbs. LESLIE PO UTER. 

Govt. Souse , Naini Tal. Man 13th, 1910 

Dear Colonel Pinhey, 

Very many thanks for your exceedingly kind answer to my letter of 
enquiry about the Flower and Poultry Show. 

We have now postponed it to the 24th September. 



( 17 ) 
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No. 40. 

[ Translation. ] 

Fbom HIS MAJESTY THE AMIR OF AFGHANISTAN, o. c. b., g.c.s.i. 


<SL 
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All engagements have been postponed until after the full mourning, 
except small dinners and tennis here, after the funeral. It was so extra kind 
of you writing, when you must be more than busy. 

We are exceedingly enjoying being at Government House, and will try, 
later on in the season, to make it up to the public generally for this present 
depression. The tradespeople will suffer the most, I fear. 

Believe me, yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. PORTER. 


Ark, Kabul, Uh Jamadi-uUAwal 1328 H. A. 

= May 14 th, 1910, 0. A . 

[ Private. ] 

My DEAR AND ESTEEMED FRIEND LORD MlNTO, 

The sorrowful telegram of my dear friend, in which the sad news of the 
death of His Majesty the Great King aud Emperor of India is announced, 
has reached me. I was very much grieved to hear this; and even every one 
should be very much sorry to hear such a sad news. 

I shall he highly pleased, may my dear friend send a cablegram,* if 
possible, to the Royal Family of Great Britain, on my part, expressing my 
sympathy. 

Tour Excellency’s friend, 


(Sd.) SIRAJUL*MILLATI-WADDIN. 

* Vioeroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, No. 174, 23rd May 1910, 9-25 p. m. (Despd. for Foreign Dept.) 

Amir, Afghanistan, has written expressing his sorrow at receiving the sad news of the 
death of His Majesty the Great King and Emperor of India, a sorrow which he says must he 
universal. He asks me to telegraph his sympathy to His Majesty and the Royal Family, 
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No. 41. 

PaoM F. S. IFTIKHAE-UD-DIN, Esq., British Agent at Kabul. 



<SL 


Kabul, May Uth, 1910. 


Mr dear Sir, 

The terrible news of the death of our most beloved and popular King- 
Emperor was so sudden to me that for a few moments I could not believe my 
own senses. I bad no news whatever of His Majesty’s illness before, as the 
post comes here only twice a week. 

It is a great loss to the English nation, Great Britain, India and, properly 
speaking, to the whole civilized world. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you would please convey my message pf 
heartfelt sympathy and condolence to His Excellency the 'Viceroy. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) E. 8. IETIKHAR-TJD-DIN. 


No. 42. 


Extract from a letter from the Hon’ble Sir If. Thirkell White, k.c.i.e., Lieut.-Governor of 
Burma, to His Excellency the Viceroy, dated the 15th May 1910. 

The feeling among all classes in the Province and especially I think among 
the Burmese, in respect of His late Majesty’s lamented and unexpected death, 
is very real and profound. The Burmans look up to their Sovereign, with 
unaffected reverence and feel their loss from their hearts. 


No. 43. 


Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Army Dept.) 

Telegram, 17th May 1910, 5 p. m. (Reed. 18th, 7 a. m.) 

Euperal of His Late Majesty fixed 20th May next. That day fire sixty- 
eight minute guns terminating sunset in conjunction with Navy, when present 
flags to mast-head 21st May next. 





No. 44. 

Extract from a letter from the Hon’ble Kao Bahadur It. N. Mudholkar to the Private Secy, 

to Viceroy, dated the 17tb May 1910. 

The sad death of King-Emperor Edward has created profound grief 
amongst all sections of the Indian community. The resolutions of sorrow and 
sympathy passed at public meetings or by associations and other corporate 
bodies, and the messages of condolence sent by Princes and eminent persons, 
do not give an adequate idea of the depth of the feeling roused among the 
people. Its intensity is specially great among those educated and literate 
people who repose faith in constitutional reform and gradual progress, or 
they know that none appreciated more than His late Majesty the value of these 
methods for perpetuating the connection between England and India. We 
well know what genuine sympathy he had for the people on India, and we reel 
that by his death wife have lost one of the truest friends of India, whose sympathy 
exercised potent influence in the inauguration of the policy which has been 
followed during the last four years. 


No. 45. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Foreign I)ept.) 

Telegram, 18th May 1910, 8-5 p. m. (Peed. 19th, 7 a. m.) 

Your telegrams in the Foreign Department, dated 12th, 18th, 16th, 17th 
May. Acknowledge in suitable terms messages which have been graciously 
received by Their Majesties from His Highness the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior, 
His Highness the Maharaja of Kolhapur, Charatpur, Sultan of Lahej, His 
Highness the Maharaja of Benares, for Benares citizens, Shri Krishendas for 
Delhi citizens; also congratulations from It. D. Mehta for Calcutta Parsecs. 


No. 46. 

Faoit THE VEN’BLE ARCHDEACON G. E. NICOLLS, Chaplain of Simla. 


Simla , May 19 th, 1910. 

Dear Colonel Pinhey, 

Would you kindly present the accompanying copies to His Excellency 
with my respectful duty ? 





I am having 12 copies printed on special paper—which has to come up 
from Calcutta—and they will be ready next week. I want to know if it will 
be permitted to hand some of those copies to vcfu for transmission to His 
Majesty the King-Emperor. When His M ajesty as Prince visited Karachi 
he was pleased to accept an “ order of divine service” printed in gold, which 
I prepared for him, and I wish to have the honour of presenting these, as I 
think he would appreciate the latin inscription, especially the tribute of 
praise involved in the classical use of humanitas . 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) G. E. NICOLLS. 

No. 47. 

T*hW THE VEN’BLE G. E. NICOLLS, Archdeacon of Lahore. 


Christ Church Lodge, Smla, Mag 20th, 1910. 

Your Excellency, 

I am deeply sensible of your kindness in writing to me about today’s 
Memorial Service, and most grateful for your kind appreciation. I was for¬ 
tunate alike in securing the services of Major Sanford as organist, and in 
having around me a number of willing helpers who threw themselves heart 
and soul, at very short notice, into all the work which I laid upon them ; and 
am particularly indebted to the Scotch Chaplain for responding to my invita¬ 
tion to join us in paying respect to our late King. 

I am, &c., 

(Sd.) G. E. NICOLLS. 


No. 48. 

Extract from a letter from H E. the Hon’ble Sir George Sydenham Clarke, g C.m.G., g.c.i.e., 
Governor of Bombay, to His Excellency the Viceroy, dated the 22nd May 1910. 

The death of the King at this juncture will affect public affairs in many 
ways that cannot be foreseen. It has been a great shock, because so little 
expected, and I think his loss is genuinely felt in the Presidency. 

All the Chiefs up here asked to be present at the very impressive service we 
held, and I made special arrangements for them. 





'No. 40. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 23rd May 1910, 7-15 p. m. (Eecd, 24th, 8-45 a. m.) 

The King-Emperor desires me to communicate to Your Excellency, for 
immediate publication, the following letter:— 

Begins. To the Princes and peoples of India—The lamented and unlooked- 
for death of my dearly loved father calls me to ascend the throne that comes to 
me as the heir of a great and ancient line. As King and Emperor, I greet the 
Princes, the Puling Chiefs and all the other dwellers in my Indian dominions. 
I offer you my heartfelt thanks for the touching and abundant manifestation 
that this event has called forth from all the diverse, races, classes and faiths 
in India, of loyalty to the Sovereign, Crown and personal attachment to its 
wearers. Queen Victoria .of revered memory addressed her Indian subjects 
and the heads of Eeudatory States when she assumed the direct Government 
in 1858, and her august son, my father, of honoured and beloved name, com¬ 
memorated the same most notable event in his address to you fifty years later. 
These are the Charters of noble and benignant spirit of Imperial rule, and by 
that spirit in all my time to come I will faithfully abide. By the wish of His 
Late Majesty and following his own example, I visited India five years ago 
accompanied by my Eoyal Consort. We became personally acquainted with 
great Kingdoms known to history, with monuments of a civilisation older than 
our own, with ancient customs and ways of life, with Native Eulers, with the 
peoples, the cities, towns, villages throughout those vast territories. Never 
can either the vivid impressions or the affectionate associations of that 
wonderful journey vanish or grow dim. Eirmlv I confide in your dutiful 
and active co-operation in the high and arduous tasks that lie before me, and 
I count upon your ready response to the earnest sympathy with the well-being 
of India that must ever be the inspiration of my rule. Letter ends. 

Letter will be published tonight in London Gazette with heading— 

Begins. The King-Emperor has been pleased to send the following letter 
to the Princes and peoples of India. Ends. 

To appear in tomorrow morning’s papers. 


No. 50. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. - 

Telegram, 23rd May 1910, 7-15 p. m. (Eecd. 24th, 8-45 a. m.) 

Following which will appear in tomorrow morning’s papers is communi¬ 
cated for immediate publication:— 

Begins. The King Emperor, on the advice of the Secretary of State for 
India, has been graciously pleased, as an act of clemency, to grant remission of 
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sentence on such scale as may he notified in this behalf by the Governor- 
General in Council to all convicted prisoners in British India who on May 
23rd, 1910, have still to serve more than one month of their sentences of 
imprisonment or transportation. Ends. 


Wo. 61. 


Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

P * Telegram, 23rd May 1910, 8-30 p. m. (Becd. 24th, 7-45 a. m.) 

Private. King’s Proclamation telegraphed to you today regarding 
remission of sentences. I have left the amount and scale of remission to be 
determined by you. The scale sanctioned here is as follows:— 

Prisoners with less than one month to serve—no remission; on month 
and under one year to serve—one week’s remission; one year and under three 
years—one month’s remission ; three years and under five years—two months’ 
remission; five years and over to serve—three months’ remission. 

In view of greater length of the sentences passed in India, I consider scales 
of remission there should be more liberal, and I suggest three months’ remission 
-where period is three years and under five years, and six months’ remission 
where it exceeds five years. Effect should be given to all remissions as quickly 
as possible and no exceptions should be made on ground of conduct in jail, as 
enquiries on this point would involve delay. Please let me have as soon as 
possible a report on the matter. 


No. 62, 


Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Foreign Dept.) 

Telegram, 24th May 1910, 4-30 p. m. (Reed. 25th, 7 a. m.) 

Your telegram, dated 23rd May. I am directed to request that you will 
convey to Amir of Afghanistan His Majesty’s warm appreciation of message 
of condolence. 


No. 63. 


Secretary of State to Viceroy. (Foreign Dept.) 

Telegram, 25th May 1910, 8-20 p. m. (Reed. 26th, 7-30 a. m.) 

Your telegram, dated 24th May. Please acknowledge in suitable terms 
message of condolence from Lieutenant-Governor of Burma and Consuls, 
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No. 54. 

Secretary of State to Viceroy. 

Telegram, 27th May 1910, 3-35 p. m. (Reed. 28th, 6 a. m.) 

My telegram, dated 13th May. Duration of public mourning now amended. 
Deep till 17th June next; half till 30th June next. 
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No. 55. 

From MAJOR C. WIGRAM, m,v.o. , 

Marlborough Rouse , Pall Mall , . 

June 20 th, 1910. 

Dear Pinhey, 

Sir Arthur Bigge asks me to reply to your letter of June 2nd and to thank 
you for sending copies of the order of the memorial service held at Simla on 
the 20th May, which he will, lay before the King. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) C. WIGRAM. 


No. 56. 

From SIR RICHMOND RITCHIE, k. o. b., Under Secretary of State for India. 


India Office, London, June 2Uh, 1910. 

Dear Colonel Pinhey, 

I enclose herewith, for transmission to the Prime Minister of Nepal, 
autograph replies from the King and the Duke of Connaught to the letters 
from the Minister enclosed with Lord Minto’s private letter to Lord Morley of 
the 19th May. The matter was referred by the Secretary of State to the 
Political Committee who thought that direct replies should be sent by His 
Majesty and His Royal Highness. 

Lord Morley observes that, among the enclosures to the Government of 
India’s despatch in the Poreign Department, No. 70, dated the 2nd June 1910, 
Sending home a number of messages of condolence, &c., there is a letter from 
the Maharaj Dhiraj of Nepal to the Viceroy. No reference to this letter is 
made in the despatch, which recommends a special acknowledgment of a letter 
from the Nizam. It is presumed that, in view of His Majesty’s message com¬ 
municated in the Secretary of State’s telegram of the 13 th May, there is 
nothing in the procedure followed in the respective cases of the Prime Minister 
and the Maharaj Dhiraj on the present occasion that will cause any friction. 

Yours very truly, 

(Sd.) RICHMOND RITCHIE. 
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No. 57. 

Fkom THE VEN’BLE akchdeacon g . e. nicolls. 


Christ Church Lodge, July 18th, 1910. 

Yottu Excellency, 

My Lord, I beg leave to thank Your Excellency very heartily for having 
sent our form of memorial service to His Majesty the King, and for having 
conveyed to me His Majesty’s kind appreciation of it. 

I am Your Excellency’s most humble servant, 
(Sd.) Q. E. NICOLLS. 



DEATH 0E KING EDWARD TO 


AND 

ACCESSION OE GEORGE Y. 


No. 1. 

Viceroy to Her Majesty the Queen, Buckingham Palace, London. 
Telegram, 7th May 1910,11-30 a. m. 

The Viceroy and Lady Minto venture to offer Your Majesty their pro- 
foundest sympathy and deeply mourn nation’s loss. 


No. 2. 

Viceroy to H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, Marlborough House, London, 
Telegram, 7th May 1910,11-30 a. m. 

Lady Minto and I venture to express our deepest sympathy with Your 
Royal Highness and sincerely condole in great loss to the Empire. 


No. 3. 

Viceroy to Lord Knollys, Buckingham Palace, London. 
Telegram, 6th May 1910,11-30 p. m. 

Grave anxiety here, earnestly hope for better news. 


No. 4. 

Viceroy to Lady Antrim, Buckingham Palace, London. 

* Telegram, 7th May 1910,11-30 a. m. 

Deeply grieved at nation’s irreparable loss. Sincerest sympathy. 






No. 5. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

* Telegram, No. 161, 7th May 1910,1 p. m. 

Private. Reuter anounees King’s death and I have telegraphed private 
condolences to Queen and Prince of Wales. All official action is in readiness 
here, but before actually carying it out, I am awaiting formal intimation and 
instructions from you. __ 

No. 6. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 7th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore and His Highness 
the Maharaja of Gooch Behar have heard news of His Majesty’s decease with 
heartfelt sorrow and desire that an expression of their deepest and most 
loyal sympathy may be conveyed to Her Majesty the Queen and members of 
the Royal Family. _^__ 

No. 7. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 7th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Nizam of Hyderabad has heard news of His Majesty’s 
decease with heartfelt sorrow and desires that an expression of his deepest and 
most loyal sympathy may he conveyed to Her Majesty the Queen and members 
of the Royal Family. . __ 

No. 8. 

To THE HON’BLE SIR H. ADAMSON, Kt., k. c. s. i„ Member of the Viceroy's Council. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 7th, 1910. 

My dear Adamson, 

This is very bad news about the King, and I think we should send an 
official telegram from Viceroy on behalf of the Government of India to the 
Prince of Wales. 

Could you find out in the Home Department what was done when Queen 
Victoria died ? There is probably some precedent to guide us. 

Yours very truly, 

(Sd.) MINTO. 
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No. 9. 
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To H. E. GENERAL SIR O’MOORE CREAGH, a. c. b., v. o., Commander-In-Chief 

in India. 


Viceregal Lodge , Simla, May 7th, 1910. 

Mr dear General, 

This terribly sad news of the King’s death reached me early this morning, 
and I have just written to Adamson to find out if there is any precedent to 
guide us as regards Queen V ictoria’s death as to what we might do as to 
expression of sympathy on the part of the Government of India. 

I have no doubt you will issue your necessary orders at once; but if there 
is any precedent in your office as to what should be done, I will be grateful if 
you will advise me. 

Yours very truly, 
(Sd.) MINTO. 


No. 10. 

To THE HON’BLE SIR H. ADAMSON, Kt., k. c. s. i., Member of the Viceroy’s Council. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 7th, 1910. 

Dear Sir Harvey, 

With reference to your letter to His Excellency this morning about an 
official message of condolence, I find that we did send a message from the 
Private Secretary to the Viceroy’s Office and received a reply on the last 
occasion, of which I enclose copies for information. Copies of these messages 
should have been sent to Home Department at the time but this was evidently 
not done. 

His Excellency would be glad if you would kindly put up a draft telegram 
to be sent on receipt of official intimation of the King’s death. His Excellency 
has already of course telegraphed privately to the Queen and the Prince of 
Wales. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. E. PINHEY. 
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No. IX. 


< 81 . 


To THE IION’BLE SIR LOUIS DANE, k. o. t. e., a s. r., Lieut.-Governor o£ the Punjab. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 1th, 1910. 


My dbak Dane, 

The King’s death is indeed a terrible grief, and will give a shook to his 
subjects throughout the world. 

I have not yet heard officially from home, but have telegraphed for official 
information, as I can publish no notification in the Gazette on Reuter’s inform- 
ation alone, which is all I have so far. 

You may be sure I will see that the expression of your own grief and that 
of the Punjab is conveyed to the Queen and Royal Family when opportunity 


I am, as you will understand, receiving innumerable condolences from all 

parts of India. 


Believe me, yours very truly, 
(Sd.) MINTO. 


No. 12. 

To SIR HARNAM SINGH, k.o. i.e. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 7th, 1910, 


My dear Sir Harnam, 

The King’s death is indeed a great grief, and will be a shock to his subjects 
throughout the Empire, and I know well how deeply it will be felt in India. 
Coming at the present time, in the midst of so much political unrest at home, 
it is all the more deplorable, 

I will take care that the sympathy of yourself and Lady Harnam shall he 
conveyed to the Queen and Royal Family. 

_ 1 am very grateful to you for what you say as to the severe personal loss 
it is to me and to the Government of India. 


Believe me, &c., 
(Sd.) MINTO. 
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No, 13. 




Gazette of India Extraordinary, Home Department Notification No. 1014 (Public), 
dated Simla, the 7th May 1910. 

The Governor-General in Council announces with the deepest regret the 
demise of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward VII, King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond 
the Seas and Emperor of India. 

The Governor-General in Council hereby directs that the Officers of His 
Majesty’s Civil, Military and Marine Services do put themselves into mourning 
until further orders. 

The Governor-General in Council requests that a similar mark of respect 
may, on this most melancholy occasion, be observed by all other classes of 
British subjects in India. 

The flag at Fort William and at all other forts and stations will he hoisted 
half-mast high until further orders and 101 minute guns will be fired at each 
of the principal Garrisons and Stations. 


By order of the Governor-General in Council, 


H. G. STOKES, 


OfJ'g. Secretary to the Oovt. of India . 


No. 14. 

Yiceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 8th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 


Foreign . My telegram 7th May. Nizam of Hyderabad paid visit of 
condolence to Residency last evening, and after expressing heartfelt grief at 
His Majesty’s death requested that bis condolences might he conveyed separately 
to His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and Her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales. 

Maharaja of Kashmir, Maharaja of Bikaner and Baroda Durbar in absence 
of Gaekwar have beard news of His Majesty’s decease with heartfelt sorrow 
and desire that expression of their deepest and most loyal sympathy may be 
conveyed to Her Majesty the Queen and members of the Royal Family. 
Maharaja Bikaner also asks me to convey assurances of his unflinching loyalty 
to King-Emperor and the Throne. 



No. 15. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, No. 162-A.. Sth May 1910, 12 noon. 

. Private. Presume you are telegraphing today text of proclamation 
promised in despatch which you telegraphed last evening. We wish to publish 
both despatch and proclamation together tomorrow as was done in 1901. 

No. 16. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, No. 163, Sth May 1910, 3-15 p. m. (Despd. for Home Dept.) 

Government of India have heard with the deepest sorrow of the sudden 
death of His Majesty the King-Emperor. The expression of grief is universal. 
Messages of sympathy are pouring in from all quarters. The Princes and 
people of all races and creeds unite with the Government in lamenting the 
death of a beloved and revered Sovereign, of whose abiding affection for India 
they have received many tokens, and whose visit to them in years gone by has 
not been forgotten. On behalf of all classes we beg of you to convey to His 
Majesty the King-Emperor this expression of heartfelt sorrow, and to offer 
him our respectful homage on his accession to the throne of the British Empire. 

No. 17. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, No. 1.64, Sth May 1910, 4-30 p. m. 

With reference to notification to he issued tomorrow proclaiming His 
Majesty’s accession may it be assumed that His Majesty will be known as 
George the Pifth. Text of proclamation not yet received. 


No. IS. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Home Department Notification No. 1105 (Public), 
dated Simla, the 9th May 1910. 

The following despatch, dated 7th May, which has been telegraphed by 
the Secretary of State for India, is published for general information:— 

Mr Lord, —It is my painful duty to communicate to Your Excellency in 
Council the melancholy intelligence of the death of our late Sovereign Lord 
King Edward the Seventh, Emperor of India, which occurred at Buckingham 





Palace at 11-45 p. M. on the 6th May last to the universal sorrow of all his 
subjects. The Lords 4 of the Privy Council and others according to custom will 
at once assemble and give orders for proclaiming His present Majesty, King of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas, Defender of the Paith, Emperor of India. A copy of their 
Proclamation will, in due course, he transmitted to Your Excellency’s Govern¬ 
ment. I will, in due course, communicate to you the date fixed for the funeral 
of the late King-Emperor and the duration of public mourning, but in the 
meantime it will be for Your Excellency to issue such instructions as may 
appear to you proper in that behalf pending the receipt of further particulars. 

The sad intelligence which I have conveyed to you will, I know, be re¬ 
ceived in no part of the British Dominions with deeper grief than in India, 
whose Princes and people of all races and classes were at all times the objects 
of His late Majesty’s gracious solicitude and who in their turn boro constant 
witness to their affection to his person and their loyalty to his throne. 

I have the honour to be, 

'Mt Loud, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servant, 
MORLEY OF BLACKBURN, 

By order of the Governor-General in Council, 

H. G. STOKES, 

Offg. Secretary to the Govt, of India. 


No. 19. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary , Home Department Notification No. 1106 (Public), 
dated Simla, the 9th May 1910. 

The Governor-General in Council announces that His Most Gracious 
Majesty King George the Fifth has been proclaimed King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond 
the Seas, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India. 

Flags will be hoisted to the masthead at 5 p. m. today and a salute of 101 
guns will be fired in honour of the succession of His Majesty King George the 
Fifth. Flags will remain at the masthead until evening; and will be half- 
masted again from the following morning and remain so until further orders. 

By order of the Governor-General in Council, 

H. G. STOKES, 

Offg. Secretary to the Govt, of India. 




No. 20. 

Gazette of India, Extraordinary, 'Military Secretary’s Office Notification No. 864-M., dated 

Simla, the 9fch May 1910. 

In consequence of the death of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward 
VII, King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas and Emperor of India, it is hereby notified 
that the Levee which was to have been held at "Viceregal Lodge on the 24th 
May 1910 will not take place. 

By Command, 

VICTOR BROOKE, Lieut.-Colonel, 

Military Secretary to the Viceroy . 


No. 21. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Home Department Notification No. 1107 (Publio), dated 

Simla, the 9th May 1910. 

The Proclamation of the Accession to the Throne of His Most Gracious 
Majesty King George the Fifth, Kinsr of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Defender of the 
Eaith, Emperor of India, and the Declaration made by His Majesty subsequent 
to the Proclamation will be read by the Secretary to the Government of India 
in the Home Department at the Town Hall, Simla, and by the Sheriff of 
Calcutta on the steps of the Town Hall, Calcutta, at 5 l\ m. on Thursday, the 
12th of May 1910. 

Civil and Military Officers of Government, Consular Officers and other 
representatives of Foreign Governments and the Public are invited to attend. 

Full dress will be worn by Civil Officers entitled to wear uniform, and 
review order by Military Officers; gentlemen not entitled to wear uniform will 
wear morning dress. 

The Proclamation and the Declaration will be read at the same time at the 
capital city of each local Government and Administration, at Madras and 
Bombay by the Sheriff, and in other cases—if the local Government has not yet 
moved to the Hills—-by the ChieE Secretary or other Secretary to the local 
Government or Administration, and, if it has so moved, by an officer appointed 
by the local Government or Administration. In the latter case the Procla¬ 
mation and the Declaration will be read also at the summer head-quarters of 
the local Government or Administration by the Chief Secretary or other Secre¬ 
tary as aforesaid. 

By order of the Governor-General in Council, 

A. EARLE, 

Off'g. Secretary to the Government of India, 



No. 22. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 10th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Minister and Maharajadhiraj of Nepal have heard news of His 
Majesty's decease with deep sorrow and desire that most heart-felt condolence 
may be conveyed to King George Fifth, Queen Alexandra, His Royal High¬ 
ness the Duke of Connaught and Members of the Royal Family. 

No. 23. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 10th May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Telegrams of condolence received from following persons for transmission 
to the Royal Family: from President, British Indian Association, Oudh, on 
behalf of the Talukdars of Oudh, and from Maharaj Kumar of Tikari, Maha¬ 
raja of Kasimbazar and Maharaja of Nashipur in Bengal. These messages 
have been acknowledged in suitable terms. 

No. 24. 

To Mhs. LESLIE PORTER, Government House, Naini Tal. 

Viceregal Lodge , Simla, May 10th, 1910. 

Beak Mrs. Porter, 

I find it rather difficult to answer your letter about the Flower and 
Poultry Show to be held in your grounds at Government House. No one 
seems to know exactly what to do or to advise. 

The general idea seems to be that nothing at all of a public nature should 
take place until after the funeral, which Reuter now tells us will be on the 
25th, and that after that no entertainments, as apart from small dinners and 
tennis parties, should be arranged at Government House during the period of 
full mourning, which has not yet been finally settled as far as India is 
concerned. 

I think if I were you, I should certainly put off the Show until after the 
funeral, and perhaps for about six weeks or so from 9th May, if it is to take 
place at Government House, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A, F. PINHEY. 
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No. 25. 

Private Secy, to Viceroy to Private Secy, to Lieut.-Govr., Bengal. 
Telegram, 11th May 1910,12-50 p. m. 

Your telegram 9th. His Excellency quite agrees with Lieutenant-Governor 
that if meeting as proposed by Maharaja Tagore is held, it should be conducted 
entirely by non-official. 


No. 26. 

. Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, No. 168,11th May 1910, 3 p. m. 

Commander-in-Chief on part of the Army in India asks me to express to 
Their Majesties respeotful sympathy and deep sorrow at loss of their beloved 
King-Emperor. 


No. 27. 

To H. G. STOKES, Esq., Deputy Secy, to the Govt, of India, Home Dept. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla , May 11 th, 1910. 

My dear Stokes, 

I send His Majesty the King’s reply to the message of condolence from 
the Government and people of India. 

His Excellency the Viceroy wishes both telegrams published in the 
Gazette (Extraordinary, I presume). 

I am sending copies of both to Butler and am telling him that yon are 
publishing them in the Gazette. 

His Excellency says that the telegrams should be given to the Press at 
once, but you will know whether they should get the telegrams before they 
get the Gazette in the usual way. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) A. E. PINHEY. 





No. 28. 

To THE HON'BLE Mb. S. H. BUTLER, aw, o. i. e., Secy. to the Govt, of India, 

Foreign Dept. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 11th, 1910. 

Mi deae Btjtlee, 

I send you herewith copy of telegram conveying the sympathy of the 
Government of India, &c., to His Majesty the King, together with a copy of 
His Majesty’s reply. His Excellency wishes these to he published in the 
Gazette and to be given to the Press. 

I have asked Stokes to take the necessary action in both cases and I send 
these copies for information. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. E. P1NHEY. 


No. 29. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Military Secretary's Office Notification No, 909-M., dated 

Simla, the 11th May 1910. 

The Proclamation of the accession to the Throne of His Most Gracious 
Majesty King George the Eifth, King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Defender of the 
Eaith, Emperor of India, and the Declaration made by His Majesty subsequent 
to the Proclamation will be read by the Secretary to the Government of India 
in the Home Department, on the Kidge, Simla, at 5 p. m. on Thursday, the 
12th May 1910. 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab and Staff, His Excel¬ 
lency the Commander-in-Chief and Staff, Members of His Excellency’s Execu¬ 
tive and Legislative Councils, the President and Members of the Railway 
Board, Secretaries and Deputy Secretaries to the Government of India, 
Members of the Legislative Council of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, 
the President and Members of the Simla Municipal Committee, all principal 
Civil and Military Officers and the general public are invited to attend. 

Guards of Honour will be furnished by the King’s Regiment, the Simla 
Volunteer Rifles and the 6th Gurkha Rifles. 

His Excellency the Viceroy, accompanied by His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and the Head Quarters Staff, will ride in procession, leaving 
Viceregal Lodge at 4-30 p. m. They will dismount at the front of the official 
enclosure, and at the entry to the hollow square His Excellency the Viceroy 




will be met by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor and Staff and be escorted 
to his station by the Dais. The Band will play the National Anthem and the 
Guards of Honour salute. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief with his personal Staff and that 
of His Excellency the Viceroy will follow and take up positions behind the 
Dais. 

Members of His Excellency the Viceroy’s Executive Council and the 
President and Members of the Municipal Committee will be in their places 
behind the Daia by 4-50 p. M. 

All Civil Officers will be accommodated in the enclosure reserved for them 
at the south-west end of the hollow square and should be in their places by 
4-50 p. m. 

The Head Quarters Staff will occupy the enclosure reserved for them at the 
nOrth-west end of the hollow square. 

When the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, 
mounts the Dais the Trumpeters will sound a fanfare. As soon as the Proclama¬ 
tion and Declaration have been read, another fanfare will be sounded, the 
Union Jack will be unfurled, the Band will play the National Anthem, the 
Guards of Honour present arms, and a salute of 101 guns will be fired. 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will escort His Excellency the 
Viceroy to the exit from the enclosure, and will leave in his carriage immedi- 
atley His Excellency has started. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and the Head Quarters Staff will 
escort His Excellency the Viceroy only as far as the cross roads opposite the 
General Post Office. 

By Command, 


VICTOR BROOKE, Lieut.-Colonel, 

Military Secretary to the Viceroy, 


No. 30. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

* Telegram, No. 169,12th May 1910, 2-25 p. m. 

Private. I would he very grateful if you could kindly let me know, as 
soon as possible, the date fixed for the funeral. There is much to be done here 
in the way of preparations and notifying Local Governments, also if day of 
mourning coincides with date of funeral. 



warn i0 
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Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 12tli May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Please telegraph date up to which first page of Gazettes in India should 
appear with black edge, and period for which black-edged paper should be 
used in official correspondence. 


‘ No. 32. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State, 

* Telegram, 12th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. His Highness the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior asks me to 
telegraph conveying to the Royal Family heartfelt condolences of His Highness 
and Maharanis on death of His Majesty. 


No. 33. 

To THE HGN’BLE Mtt. A. EARLE, c. s. i., Secy, to the Govt, of India, Home Dept. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 12th, 1910. 

Dear Me. Fable, 

I am directed to send you the accompanying copies of letters! from Sir 
L. Dane and Sir Haraatn Singh, and to ask you kindly to have them included 
with other condolences that are to he sent home to the Secretary of State. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. F. PINHEY. 

f See Nos. 12 and 13, dated 7t.h May 1910, 


No. 34. 

Secy., Foreign Dept., to Resident Hyderabad, Deccan. 

Telegram, 12th May 1910. 

His Majesty the King-Emperor desires that His cordial thanks may be 
conveyed to His Highness the Nizam for his loyal and sympathetic message. 
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No. 35. 

To HER MAJESTY QUEEN ALEXANDRA. 

Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 12th, 1910. 

Madam, 

The Viceroy hopes that he may not appear to intrude upon Her Majesty’s 
great sorrow, hut he feels that he must venture to assure Her Majesty of his 
deepest sympathy with her in the terrible blow that has fallen upon her. The 
Viceroy is quite unable to describe the evidences of personal and national 
mourning which are everywhere visible in India, and the universal expressions 
of grief for the loss of a Sovereign whose devotion to duty and sympathetic 
kindness towards his subjects endeared him to them throughout the Empire. 

The Viceroy can only venture again to express his most heartfelt sympathy 
for Her Majesty. 

The Viceroy begs to remain, 

Her Majesty’s humble and obedient servant, 

(Sd.) MINTO. 


No. 36. 

Extract from a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy to Lieut.-Colonel Sir .Tames Dunlop 
Smith, K.c. s. i., o.i. B., Political A.-D.-C. to Secretary of State for India, dated the 
3 2th May 1910. 

This terrible shock of the King’s death has, as you will know, been deeply 
felt throughout India, and I have to get ready almost at once for the Procla¬ 
mation of the accession of his successor on “ the ridge”, so you will understand 
I am worried to distraction by many arrangements. I should have liked to 
have writteu to you a long letter, hut it is impossible by this mail, which 
leaves tonight. _ _ 

No. 37. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Home Department Notification No. 1235, dated Simla, 

the 12 th May 1910. 

The following telegraphic correspondence between His Excellency the 
Viceroy and His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India is published for general 
information:— 

Telegram No. 163, dated Simla, the 8th May 1910. 

From—His Excellency the Viceroy, 

To—His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 

Government of India have heard with the deepest sorrow of the sudden 
death of His Majesty the King-Emperor. The expression of grief is universal. 






Messages of sympathy are pouring in from all quarters. The Princes and 
people of all races and creeds unite with the Government in lamenting the 
death of a beloved and revered Sovereign, of whose abiding affection for India 
they have received many tokens, and whose visit to them in years gone by has 
not been forgotten. On behalf of all classes we beg of you to convey to His 
Majesty the King-Emperor this expression of heartfelt sorrow, and to offer him 

our respectful homage on his accession to the throne of the British Empire. 

* 

Telegram, dated London, .the 10th May 1910. 

Prom—His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, 

To—His Excellency the Viceroy. 

I am commanded by the King-Eraperor to transmit to Your Excellency 
the following answer which His Majesty has been graciously pleased to make 
to the address communicated to me by Your Excellency for submission to His 
Majesty on behalf of the Government and the Princes and people of India:— 

Begins .—I have received with profound appreciation the expression of 
sympathy and loyalty conveyed in Your Excellency’s message from the Princes 
and people of all races and creeds in my Indian Empire on the occasion of the 
death of my dearly loved father the King-Emperor. I am deeply touched by 
this expression of their universal sorrow for his death. He always remembered 
with affection his visit to India and its welfare was ever in his thoughts. Prom 
my own experience I know the profound loyalty felt for my throne by the 
Princes and people of India to whom I desire that my acknowledgments of the 
homage they have tendered to me on my accession may he made known. The 
prosperity and happiness of my Indian Empre will always be to me of the 
highest interest and concern as they were to the late King-Emperor and the 
Queen-Empress before him. Ends. 

By order of the Governor-General in Council, 

A. EARLE, 

Offg. Secretary to the Government of India. 

: n — - ■— 

No. 38. 

Viceroy to Sir Dunlop Smith. 

Telegram, 13th May 1910, 3-15 p. m. 

Wreaths. Very grateful for your action. 



No. 39. 

Private Secy, to Viceroy to Private Secy, to Governor of Bombay. 

Telegram, 13th May 1910,4-35 p. m. 

Tour telegram of date. Puneral of His late Majesty fixed for Friday, 
20th instant, which will be day of mourning. Orders only received this 

morning. _ 

No. 40. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 13th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

'Foreign. Following -messages transmitted at cost of senders. First from 
His Highness Maharaja of Kolhapur:— 

Begins. Heard with profound grief sad news of sudden demise of our 
most beloved Sovereign. His Majesty King Edward VII. Desire to offer most 
respectful sympathies and heartfelt condolences to Your Majesties and Eoyal 
Family. Ends. 

Second from citizens of Bharatpur:— 

Begins. The citizens of Bharatpur assembled in a meeting beg to express 
tbeir heartfelt sorrow at the sudden demise of their most beloved Emperor 
Edward VII, and respectfully tender their humble and sincere condolence to 
the members of His late Majesty’s family. Ends. 

Third from Mahommedans of Bharatpur:— 

Begins. Mahommedans of Bharatpur (Eajputana) most humbly convey 
tbeir heartfelt sorrow on sad demise of His Majesty Emperor Edward VII to 
the Eoyal family. Ends. 


No. 41. 

To B. M. MALABARI, Esq., Bandora Hill, Bombay. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 13 th, 1910. 

[Private.] 

Dear Mb. Malabari, 

The King’s death has indeed sent a shock through the Empire. His 
sympathetic nature had deeply endeared him to his subjects, and his personality 
and influence in European politics were invaluable. 
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We proclaimed King George V. here yesterday. Besides his acquaintance 
with India he has taken a deep interest in all Imperial questions and we may 
be sure will uphold the dignity and constitutional power of the Crown. 

Very many thanks for your kind letter and also for sending me Mr. 
Major’s hook on Lord Morley. I am very glad to have it from you, but I have 
not had time to read it yet. It does not look very deep 1 With best wishes, 
believe me, 

Tours very truly, 

(Sd.) MINTO. 


No. 42. 


To COLONEL HIS HIGHNESS BAJA SIB HIBA SINGH BAHADUR, a. c. s. i„ 

g. o. x. k.> of Naliha. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 13/A, 1910. 

My dtsae. Friend, 

I have communicated Tour Highness’s letter of 11th instant to His 
Excellency the Viceroy, who desires me to thank you for your message of 
heartfelt sympathy on the occasion of the lamented death of our beloved King- 
Emperor. I hope we shall meet very soon at Simla. 

Tour sincere Friend, 

(Sd.) A. F. PINHET. 


No. 43. 


Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 14th May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Messages of condolence have been received from Lieutenant-Governors of 
Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam, Chief Justice and Judges of Calcutta 
High Court and Bishop of Rangoon. These have been acknowledged. 

No. 44. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 14th May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Following telegram received from President, Municipal Corporation, 
Bombay:—» 

Begins. Bombay Municipal Corporation have learnt with profound sorrow 
of the death of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward Seventh, Emperor of 
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India, and beg that their respectful condolence and heartfelt sympathy be con¬ 
veyed to His Majesty the King and Emperor and the Royal Family in this 
great calamity. Ends. 

This has been acknowledged in suitable terms. 


No. 45. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 14th May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Mahahleshwar Municipality passed following resolution at special meeting 
on 9th instant:— 

Begins. That this meeting sincerely deplores the untimely decease of 
His Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor, and respectfully tenders its 
condolences to Her Majesty Queen Alexandra and the members of the Royal 
Family. Ends. 

This has been acknowledged in suitable terms. 


No. 46. 

Private Secy, to Viceroy to Private Secy, to Governor of Madras. 
Telegram, 14th May 1910,11-30 a. m. 

Your telegram. Date of funeral is fixed for Friday, 20th. Hour not yet 
settled. Will let you know as soon as possible. 


No. 47. 

To THE HON'BLE Mu. R. H. CRADDOCK, c. s. i., Chief Commr., Central Provinces. 


Viceregal Zodge, Simla , Mag 14 th, 1910. 

I)bar Mb. C.baddock, 

I have shown your letter of the 10th of May to His Excellency, and he 
desires me to reply to your several questions as below: 

But before doing so I may mention that we have just received a telegram 
from the Secretary of State to say that it has been notified that deep mpurning 
will be observed until the 17th of June, and half-mourning till the 29th of 
July. 
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I. The Pachmarhi week need not be cancelled, as it will take place after 
the 20th instant, the date fixed for the funeral. 

II. There is no objection to your attending the sporting events you men¬ 
tion as a spectator. 

III. The Ball you mention should not he given before the 29th of July, 
but there is no objection to your giving a Garden Party between the 17th of 
June and 29th of July. 

IV. Small unofficial dinners may be given after the date fixed for the 
funeral. Small dances and official dinner parties may be given after the 17th 
of June. 

I think the above answers all your questions, and His Excellency can 
confidently leave it to your discretion to settle any further questions that may 
' occur to you with regard to these matters. 

Yours sincerely, 

_ (Sd.) A. F. P1NHEY. 

i No. 48; 

To THE HON'BLE Mr. E. G . j VIN, c. s. I., Agent to the Govr.-General and 

Chief Otfmmr., Ajmer-Merwara, 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 14 th, 1910. 

My dear Colvin, 

Yes, the news of the King’s death has certainly come as a great shock to 
all of us, and I have had over a thousand messages of condolence from all 
parts of India in addition to those received by Local Governments and Depart¬ 
ments. 

As to the period of mourning, we have just received orders to the effect 
that deep mourning is to be observed till the 17th of June, and half mourning 
till the 29th of July. His Excellency has ruled in the case of Pachmarbf, 
which I should say more or less corresponds to the conditions prevailing at 
Abu,, that sporting events, such as polo tournaments, races, &c., can take place 
without objection after the funeral on the 20th instant. There should he no 
State Ball or public function in which the Local Government is directly con¬ 
cerned till after the 29th of July, but there is no objection to garden parties, 
official dinner parties, and small dances after the 17th of June. But this order 
about garden parties refers especially to Pachmarhi, where they apparently 
have one big annual garden party during the season. In the case of Abu, where 
as you say the garden party is a quiet little weekly function, I should think 
there could be no objection to your starting them after the funeral. 
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There is no objection of course to your having small unofficial dinner 
parties at the Residency after the funeral. 

I hope the above hints will be useful as a guide, and you will no doubt use 
your own discretion about any little further questions that may occur to you 
in these matters, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. F. PINHEY. 

No. 49. 

To THE HON’BLE SIR CHARLES BAYLEY, k. c.s. 1., Resident, Hyderabad. 

Viceregal Lodge, Simla, Mag 14<th, 1910. * 

My dear Bailey, 

His Excellency has read your letter to me of 8th instant and the enolosed 
copy of a communication from the Nizam with the deepest interest, and desires 
that you will convey a suitable message from His Excellency to the Nizam to 
that effect and thanking him on behalf of the Government of India for the 
very sympathetic way in which he has received the sad news of the death of 
our beloved King-Emperor, and for all he has done to celebrate the occasion. 

You will have received by this time a telegram from the Foreign Office, 
conveying the King-Emperor’s thanks for the Nizam’s kind and sympathetic 
message. 

Yours sincerely, 

_ (Sd.) A. F. PINHEY. 

No. 50. 

To NAWAB SIR FAIYAZ ALI KHAN, k. c. i. o. s. i., Nawab’s House, Jaipur. 


Viceregal Lodge , Simla, May 14 tk, 1910. 

My dear Nawab Sahib, 

I have just received your kind letter of the 12th of May, expressing your 
grief and sympathy at the death of our beloved King-Emperor. It is certainly 
a very sad and sudden event, and as you say has produced expressions of 
condolence and mourning from all classes of the community. It is very 
fortunate for all of us that the new King has had so much experience and has 
acquired so much knowledge of the various parts of the Empire, and especially 
of India, over which he has been called to rule. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. F. PINHEY. 






VIONiiO' 


( 21 ) 

No. 51. 

Extract from a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy to H. E. the Hon’ble Sir George 
Sydenham Clarke, g.c.m.g., g.o.i.e., Governor of Bombay, dated the 15th May 1910. 

I wonder how the poor King's death will affect public affairs at home. 
It was a great shock. In European politics his sympathetic influence was 
certainly great. 

Believe me, yours very truly, 
_ (Sd.) MINTO. 

No. 52. 

Extract from a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy to Lady Frances Balfour, dated the 

15th May 1910, 

The King’s death has sent a terrible shock through India, the reverence 
for the Throne amongst his Indian subjects, notwithstanding all our difficulties, 
is superstitious in its intensity. I hear that the prisoners still under trial in 
connection with the Nasik murder and conspiracies have been much surprised 
at not being allowed to send their condolences to the Queen! They can’t see 
why they shouldn’t. 


No. 53. 

Extract from a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy to the Hon’ble Mr. Justice H. L. 

ephen, dated the 15th May 1910. 

We are in deep mourning here for the King. His death sent a terrible 
shock through India. 


No. 54.* 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 16th May 1910. (Despd. from Eoreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Following from His Highness Maharaja of Kolhapur:— 

Begins. I desire to offer most respectful and loyal congratulations to His 
Most Gracious Majesty King-Emperor George the Fifth on His Majesty’s 
accession to the Imperial throne and wish Their Majesties long and happy life 
and a career of unbroken peace and prosperity. Ends. 
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No. 55. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, I6th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Following message transmitted at cost of sender;— 

Begins. Sanatum Dharam Hindu Community of Bharatpur express 
profound sorrow at sudden demise of their beloved Emperor Edward Seventh, 
and respectfully offer their sincerest condolences to the Eoyal Family. Ends. 


No. 56. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 16th May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Letter of condolence has been received from Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Punjab on behalf of that province. It has been acknowledged. 


No. 57. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 16th May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Following telegram received from European officers, Bombay City Police :— 

Begins. The European officers of the Police Force of Bombay City beg 
deferentially to express to His Majesty King George the Fifth their deep sorrow 
at the loss which the nation has sustained by the demise of the King-Emperor, 
and to offer to the Eoyal Family their most respectful sympathy. Ends. 

This has been acknowledged in suitable terms. 


No. 58. 

Extract from a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy to Field-Marshall the Viscount 
Kitchener of Khartoum, &c., dated the 16th May 1910. 

The poor King’s death is a terrible loss, and I know what a good friend he 
was to you. His death was a great shock and as you will understand was 
deeply felt by Natives—their veneration for the Throne is superstitious in its 
intensity. I hear that the prisoners still under examination in connection with 
the Nasik conspiracy, wanted to send their condolences to the Queen and can’t 
understand why they are not allowed to ! 






No. 59. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Military Secretary's Office Notification No. 9S3-M., dated 

Simla^ tbe 16th May 1910. 

Intelligence having been received of the death of His "Most Gracious 
Majesty King Edward VII, King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas and Emperor of India, 
court mourning is ordered till 29th July 1910, half-mourning commencing 
from the 18th June 1910. 

When attending at the Viceregal Court, ladies will appear in black until 
the 17th June and thereafter in half-mourning until the 29th July 1910. 
Officers in uniform, when attending at the Viceregal Court, will wear a crape 
hand on the left arm throughout the period of court mourning. 

By Command, 

VICTOR BROOKE, Lieut.. Colonel, 

Military Secretary to the Viceroy . 

No. 60.. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Home Department, Notification No. 1424 (Public), dated 

Simla, the 16th May 1910. 

In continuation of Home Department Notification published in the 
Gazette Extraordinary of the 7th May 1910, the Governor-General in Council 
now’ directs as follows:— 

It is expected that all persons will remain in deep mourning up to June 
17th, inclusive, and in half mourning up to July 29th, inclusive. Officers of 
His Majesty’s Civil, Military and Marine Services will, when in uniform, wear 
a band of crape on the left arm up to November 6th, inclusive. 

By order of the Governor-General in Council, 
A. EARLE, 

Offg. Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 61. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 17th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Following from Sultan of Lahej:— 

Begins. Sir Ahmed Fadtlil, Sultan of Lahej, profoundly laments death 
of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward the Seventh, Emperor of India, 
and with heartfelt feelings sympathises with His Majesty King George the 
Fifth and Royal Family in their sorrows. Ends. 




worn i° 



( 24 ) 

No. 62. 

Extract from a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy (Bertie) to the Hon’ble Arthur Elliot, 

dated the 17th May 1910. 

The poor King’s death has cast a terrible gloom over everything. The 
native reverence for the Throne is superstitious in its intensity. The prisoners 
still under trial in connection with the Nasik conspiracy can’t understand why 
they are not allowed to send their condolences to the Queen ! ! 


No. 68. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 19th May 1910. (Dcspd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Following telegram received from Rao Ranjit Singh of Sir 
Muthra in Dholpur is repeated at his cost. 

Begins. Most humbly offer heartfelt condolence on demise of His late 
Majesty King Edward Seventh, Emperor of India. Ends. 


No. 64. 

To THE RIGHT HON’BLE VISCOUNT MORLEY OF BLACKBURN, o.m., His 

Majesty’s Secy, of State for India. 


Dear Lord Minto, 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 12th, 1910. 


I forward herewith, for transmission to His Majesty and His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Connaught, letters received in open covers from 
^Maharaja Sir Chandra Shum Shere Jung, Prime Minister of Nepal. They 
have been inspired, as you will see, not only by a deep and sincere feeling of 
personal sorrow and sympathy, hut of unswerving loyalty to the British 
Alliance. 

Yours very truly, 

(Sd.) MINTO. 

[enclosures to the above letter.] 

From H. E. MAHARAJA SIR CHANDRA SHUM SHERE JUNG, RANA BAHADUR, 
G. c. s. r., Prime Minister and Marshall of Nepal, to FIELD MARSHALL H. R. H. 
THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT AND STRATIIERN, k.g„ r. c., k. s., r. a., &c. 


_ Nepal, May lSlh, 1910 . 

Yoor Royal Highness, 

I have learnt with the profoundest sorrow the sad and unexpected news of the demise of 
His Majesty King Edward. It has been such a severe shock to me to hear this dreadful news 










and language fails to describe my feelings and the deep sense of heavy personal loss when I 
read the telegram announcing the sad event. 

I need not emphasise the greatness of the loss of the country and the Empire and also of 
the world at large by His Majesty's passing away from the sphere of his signal usefulness and 
beneficence. The world-wide popularity that His Majesty enjoyed and the enthusiasm and 
high regard that he inspired in the minds of hundreds of millions of men may well lead us to 
hope that his memory will be deeply cherished with affection and gratitude by all for 
whose weal and benefit he worked so zealously. I am extremely grieved to think that His 
Majesty, of whom I have such pleasant and grateful recollections, should have been snatched 
away from us so soon and so suddenly. I deeply sympathise in this terrible bereavement and 
humbly beg Your Royal Highness to accept our heartfelt condolence and to kindly convey * the 
same to Her Majesty Queen Alexandra and the other members of the Royal Family. 1 hope 
and pray that the author of all good and the consoler of the stricken will, in His infinite mercy, 
comfort and staunch the wounds of your bleeding hearts. 

1 remain, with the greatest respect, 

Your Royal Highness' sincere friend, 
(Sd.) CHANDRA SHUM SHERE JUNG. 


From HIS EXCELLENCY MAHARAJA SIR CHANDRA SHUM SHERE JUNG, 
RANA BAHADUR, g. as, i., Prime Minister and Marshall of Nepal, 
to His Majesty the King-Emperor. 


Nepal , May 13 th } 1910. 

May it please Your Majesty, 

It was with a tragic suddenness that the melancholy intelligence of the demise of Hia 
Majesty King Edward came upon me with a pang and, before I could realise where I stood, cast 
me into the deepest depth of sorrow. It is impossible that I should even find words to give 
expression to the profound sense of void that has settled deep in our hearts. What could be 
more sad and unfortunate than that the towering personality and august presence should so 
suddenly be taken away from the infinite centres of his beneficent action in the cause of order 
at home and peace abroad, and what could be more regrettable than that so much keen insight 
and rare and sound judgment fashioned and moulded by the discipline of a strenuous life of 
work and eventful experience should be lost to the world for ever ? What again could be a 
more serious blow to the even growth of political philanthropy than the disappearance from the 
world's stage of the unusual amiability and infinite fund of humour that found in the natural 
ties of blood a happy coadjutor to keep the crowned heads of the West steady, peaceful and 
progressive ? It looks as if the heart of benevolence is gone! But the memory His late 
Majesty has left behind is of the richest, the most noble, and the mos thigh. The over¬ 
anxious father of his people, the unfailing friend of the poor, he was, to say the least 
of him, the very mirror of chivalry and the soul of honour; and when to all this is added his 
staunch advocacy of peace and a keen, upholding of law and order one can hardly miss the 
consummate tact and statesmanship that lay at the bottom of ail he did, even as it showed how 
eminently he was the embodiment of all that is great and good. Could there be then the 
slightest shade of doubt that the sacred memory of so commanding and prominent a figure 
in the whole of Christendom would be cherished with aught but affection, gratitude and the. 
wost enlightened emulation ? 





( 26 ) 


<SL 


But personally speaking the shock comes to me the deepest, as my mind takes me back 
to the as yet but green experiences that came my way in England two years ago. It seems 
but as yesterday that I had the high honour and infinite pleasure of paying my respects 
personally to that departed Majesty. That supremely sympathetic voice seems to ring in my 
ears even at this moment. Who could even think that so much gracious kindness and unstinted 
hospitality gracefully lavished on us would so soon shrink up into a mere matter of history ? 
Yet there is one supreme consolation still left in which Your Majesty and. your Royal mother 
might find some little comfort, and that is the universal sorrow raised at this solemn hour not 
only within the fair isles of Great Britain and Ireland, but throughout the length and breadth 
of the civilised world. If humbler souls again can crave the indulgence of Your Majesties 
to lighten your deep and sacred sorrow by even so little, we would beg most respectfully to 
offer our humble and heartfelt condolence to Your Majesty, your beloved Consort and Your 
gracious mother, and to pray most earnestly that God in bis infinite mercy may grant peace 
to the soul of the departed great and soothe your wounded hearts in this terrible bereave - 
ment. 

Little did I dream that the promise of so long a life assured by the robust health of His 
late Majesty even so recently would be so suddenly and so cruelly cut short But the dis¬ 
pensation of Providence is inscrutable, and the whole world today is swept by a grief over his 
loss the like of which was not known since his august mother left these shores for the eternal. 
Fortunately the darkness, however intense, is not without a silver lining and whatsoever the 
extent of the irreparable loss at so sad a death, one can hardly miss the legacy that so august 
a King has left to his people in so capable a son and heir to take up the burden of his Crown 
and Empire and to carry on the noble traditions of a glorious race. As we come to think of 
the special fitness of things that the passing away of so august a ruler should so instantly be 
followed by the accession of an equally august King, our hearts go out in earnest prayer to 
God that the Almighty Father may grant Your Majesties length of days, sound health and a 
peaceful and glorious reign. 

It only remains for me now to renew to Your Majesty the assurance of the unswerving 
devotion to your throne and person with which 

I am, 

Si.be, 

With the profoundest respect, 

Your Majesty's most obedient servant, 

(Sd.) CHANDRA SHUM SHE.RE JUNG. 


No. 65. 

To THE VEX'BLE ARCHDEACON G. E. NICOLLS, Chaplain of Simla. 


Viceregal Lodge , Simla , May 20 th, 1910. 

Dear Archbeacon, 

His Excellency asks me to thank you for the copies of the order of service 
for today which you sent for his acceptance yesterday. He will he very glad 
to forward the special copies you are preparing for transmission to His Majesty 
the King-Emperor. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. E. PINHEY, 




WHISTfty 
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No. 66. 

ARCHDEACON G. E. NICOLLS, Chaplain of Simla. 

Viceregal Lodge , Simla, Mag 20th , 1910. 

[ Private. ] 

My dear Archdeacon, 

I must send you a few lines to tell you how very much impressed I was, 
and I am sure everyone who was present will agree with me, with this 
morning’s service. It was so simple and dignified and appeared to me so 
entirely fitting for the occasion. I know that it must have entailed upon you 
a great deal of careful thought, and work, and of course I know too that you 
don’t grudge that—but at the same time I hope I may venture to tell you my 
impressions as to the ceremony, and also as to all you yourself said to the 
congregation. 

I hope, and think we have done all we can at a u hill station ” to mark 
our respect for the late King, and to show what we really feel—-and I thank 
you sincerely for your assistance, and believe me. 

Yours very truly, 

(Sd.) MINTO. 

No. 67. 

To THE HON’BLE Mb. S. H. BUTLER, c. s. x., o. n a, Secy, to the Govt, of India, 

Foreign Dept. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, May 21 st, 1910. 

My dear, Butler, 

I send herewith copy of a letter just received by His Excellency from the 
Amir. 

His Excellency will he much obliged if you will kindly put up a draft 
expressing Amir’s condolences to the Royal Family. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. F. PINHEY. 



To THE VEN’BLE 
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No. 68. 

To P. S. IFTIKHAR-UD-DIN, Esq., British Agent at Kabul 


Viceregal Lodge s Simla, May 21st, 1910 

Mr dear Sik, 

His Excellency the Viceroy has asked me to thank yon for your kind and 
sympathetic message about the death of our beloved King-Emperor. 

It has certainly come as a very terrible and sudden shock and has 
produced a feeling of deep sorrow and dismay throughout the civilized world. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. F. PINHEY. 

No. 69. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 23rd May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Following telegram received through Government of Bombay :— 

Begins. Indian Merchants’ Chamber has heard with profound sorrow the 
mournful death of the beloved Sovereign His late Majesty King Edward VII 
and beg to offer their expressions of sincere condolence and heartfelt sympathy 
in their present bereavement to His Majesty King George Fifth, Dowager- 
Empress Alexandra and other Members of the Royal Family, j Ends. 

Has been acknowledged. 


No. 70. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 23rd May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Following telegram received through Government of Bengal from Nawab 
Bahadur of Murshidabad :— 

Begins. I beg to offer my most humble and loyal congratulations and 
respectful homage and devotion to His Most Gracious Majesty King George 
the Fifth, Emperor of India, on the most auspicious occasion of His Majesty’s 
accession to the throne, and to wish His Majesty most heartily long life and 
glorious reign and solicit the message may be repeated to England. Ends. 

The message has been acknowledged- 







No. 71. 

Viceroy to Seoretary of State. 

Telegram, 23rd May 1910, (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Chief of Mi raj, Bombay, desires to telegraph, at his cost, 
condolences from himself and his subjects to His Majesty the King-Emperor 
of India, His Majesty the Queen Alexandra and other Members of the Royal 
Family. 


No. 72. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 23rd May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Hirnat Bahadur, Feudatory Jagirdar of Kolhapur, desires to 
convey by telegram at his cost to Queen Alexandra and Members of the lioyal 
Family his profound respectful and loyal sympathy on the irreparable loss that 
has befallen them by the death of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward 
VII, Emperor of India. 


No. 73. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, No. 174, 23rd May 1910, 9-25 p. m. (Despd. for Foreign Dept.) 

Amir, Afghanistan, has written expressing his sorrow at receiving the sad 
news of the "death of His Majesty the Great King and Emperor of India, a 
sorrow which he says must be universal. He asks me to telegraph his 
sympathy to His Majesty and the Royal Family. 


No. 74. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 24th May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

In continuation of our telegram 14th May. Message of condolence has 
been received from Lieutenant-Governor of Burma. He also wires that 
Consuls in Rangoon for Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Norway and 
Chili have telegraphed their condolence. 





No. 75. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

* Telegram, No. 175, 24th May 1910, 5-30 p. m. 

I think you might like to inform His Majesty of remarkable demonstra¬ 
tion organised by Hindu community of Bengal to mark sorrow at death of 
King last Friday on Calcutta Maidan. It was headed by Darbhanga and 
Burdwan, Surendra Nath Banerjie, B. N. Basu, Mati Lai Ghose, Saroda Charan 
Mitter, and other leaders of Bengali, Jain, Marwari, Maharatta, Hindustani 
and Sikh communities and numbered at least 100,000 people dressed in white 
and barefooted. Appropriate speech was delivered by Darbhanga, text of 
which will be sent by post. After which obeisance was done to huge portrait 
of King Edward and prayers offered. No such spectacle has been seen before 
in Calcutta—a magnificent tribute to the memory of one who is recognised as 
world’s Peacemaker. The ceremony concluded with hearty cheers for King 
George. 

Mahommedans at same time held a separate mass meeting at which 
prayers were offered. 

No. 76. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Horae Department Notification No. 123 (Jails), dated Simla, 

the 24th May 1910. 

His Majesty the King, Emperor of India, on the advice of the Secretary 
of State for India, has been graciously pleased as an act of clemency to grant 
remission of sentence, on such scale as may he notified in this behalf by the 
Governor-General in Council, to all convicted prisoners in British India who 
on May 23rd, 1910, had still to serve more than one month of their sentences 
of imprisonment or transportation. 

By order of the Governor-General in Council, 
A. EABLE, 

Offg. Secretary to the Government of India. 
No. 77. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Home Department, Notification No. 1692 (Public), dated 

Simla, the 24th May 1910.’ 

His Majesty the King, Emperor of India, has been pleased to send the 
following letter to the Princes and peoples of India:— 

“ To the Princes and peoples of India,—The lamented and unlooked-for 
death of my dearly loved father calls me to ascend the Throne that comes to 
me as the heir of a great and ancient line. As King and Emperor, I greet the 




Princes, the Puling Chiefs and all the other dwellers in my Indian dominions. 
I offer you my heartfelt thanks for the touching and abundant manifestation 
that this event has called forth from all the diverse races, classes and faiths in 
India, of loyalty to the Sovereign Crown and personal attachment to its wearers. 
Queen Victoria of revered memory addressed her Indian subjects and the heads 
of Feudatory States when she assumed the direct Government in 1858, and her 
august son, my father, of honoured and beloved name, commemorated the same 
most notable event in his address to you fifty years later. These are the 
Charters of the noble and benignant spirit of Imperial rule and bv that spirit in 
all my time to come I will faithfully abide. By the wish of His Late Majesty 
and following his own example I visited India five years ago accompanied by 
my Boyal Consort. We became personally acquainted with great Kingdoms 
known to history, with monuments of a civilisation older than our own, with 
ancient customs and ways of life, with Native Eulers, with the peoples, the cities, 
towns, villages throughout those vast territories. Never can either the vivid 
impressions or the affectionate associations of that wonderful journey vanish or 
grow dim. Firmly I confide in your dutiful and active co-operation in the high 
and arduous tasks that lie before me, and I count upon your ready response to 
the earnest sympathy with the well-being of India* that must ever be the 
inspiration of my rule.” 

By order of the Governor-General in Council, 
A. FABLE, 

■ Qfff' Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 78. 

Extract from a letter from His Excellency the Viceroy to the Hon’ble Sir H. Thirkell White, 
k. c. i. e., c/o India Office, dated the 25th May 1910. 

The King’s death has produced a profound impression throughout India,— 
and the warmth of it may I hope contribute to outweigh much of the unrest 
which has caused us all so much anxiety. 


No. 79. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 26th May 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Your telegrams of 23rd May regarding grant of remission to prisoners. 
King-Emperor’s proclamation published here in Gazette of India Extraordi¬ 
nary on the 24th May and telegraphed to Local Governments same day. We 
have prescribed following scale :— 

First .—Prisoners with one month or les9 to serve on the 23rd May, no 
remission. 
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Second. —Prisoners with over one month up to three months to serve, 

seven days remission. 

Third. —Prisoners with over three up to six months to serve, fifteen days. 
Fourth. —Prisoners with over six months up to one year to serve, twenty- 

one days. 

Fifth. —Prisoners with over one up to two years to serve, one month. 

Sixth. —Prisoners with over two years up to three years to serve, two 

months. 

Seventh.— Prisoners with over three years up to five years to serve, three 

months. 

Eighth. —Prisoners with over five years to serve, five months. 

Concession extended to military prisoners, British and Native, in civil 

custody. 

Civil prisoners excluded from remissions; also prisoners in cases mentioned 
in paragraph 2. second, third, fourth exceptions of our Resolution No. 260, 
dated 6th November 1908, printed on page 403 of our Home Department Jails 
Proceedings Volume for December 1908. 


No. 80. 

To HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS FIELD MARSHALL THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT, 

&c., &c,, Clarence House, London. 


Viceregal Lodge , Simla , May 2 6lh, 1910. 
Sib, 

I must venture to write to Your Royal Highness to express my very 
sincere sorrow for the great grief that has fallen upon Your Royal Highness 
in the death of the King-Emperor. The shock to the Empire has been very 
great, and Your Royal Highness will understand the intense feeling of devotion 
and loyalty that has been evoked in every part of India. Even from quarters 
where there has been every reason to suspect sedition, there have been manifesta¬ 
tions of a sincere love for the throne—so much so that one cannot hut be 
impressed with the personal loyalty of the people, notwithstanding the intrigue 
and sedition it has been necessary to deal with. 

* * * * * 

I cannot tell Your Royal Highness how very sincerely I sympathised in the 
sorrow which awaited you on your return home to-England after your great 
shooting success in Africa. 

I beg to remain, 

Jour Royal Highness’s bumble and obedient servant, 
(Sd.) 51 INTO, 
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No. 81. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

P * Telegram, 29th May 1910. (Despd. from Foreign Dept.) 

Foreign. Secret. On morning of 26th May Mr. Donald, British Com¬ 
missioner, met Afghan Commissioners at Pathan. The meeting was cordial. 
Afghans expressed their sincere sorrow at the death of King Edward and their 
congratulations on King George’s accession. 

No. 82. 

Gazette of India Extraordinary, Home Department Notification No. 1786 (Public), dated 

Simla, the 30th May 1910. 

la modification of the Home Department Notification No. 1424, dated the 
16th May 1910, published in the Gazette Extraordinary of the same date, the 
Governor-General in Council now directs as follows :— 

It is expected that all persons will remain in deep mourning up to Juno 
17th, inclusive; and in half mourning up to June 30th, inclusive. Officers of 
His Majesty’s Civil, Military and Marine Services will, when in uniform, wear 
a band of crape on the left arm up to November 6th, inclusive. 

By order of the Governor-General in Council, 
A. EABLE, 

Offg. Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 83. 

To COLONEL SIR ARTHUR BIGGE, o.o. v. o., &c., Private Secy, to His Majesty the 

King-Emperor 


Viceregal Lodge , Simla, June 2nd, 1910. 

Dear Sib Arthur Bigge, 

His Excellency the Viceroy has asked me to send herewith, for submission 
to His Majesty, copies* of the Order of the Memorial Service held at Simla on 
the 20th May, to which His Excellency has alluded in his letter to you by this 
mail. 

Yours very truly, 

(Sd.) A. F. PINHEY. 

* 7 copies encloeecL 









No. 84 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. 

Telegram, 14th June 1910. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Lady Jeejeebhoy, President, Meeting of Women of Bombay, expresses 
sympathy -with Their Majesties on death of His Most Gracious Majesty King 
Edward VII, Emperor, of India, and loyalty to King George and Queen Mary: 
This has been acknowledged in suitable terms. 


No. 86. 

Viceroy to Secretary of State. (Despd. from Home Dept.) 

Telegram, 17th June 1910. 

Her Highness Mathsuri Jijamba Bai Saheb, Senior Rani, Tanjore, 
expresses deep sorrow on death of His Most Gracious Majesty King Edward 
VII, Emperor of India, and conveys her respectful condolence to the Royal 
Family. This has been acknowledged. 


No. 86. 

To THB VEN'BLE G. E. NICOLLS, m. a.. Archdeacon of Lahore. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, July 11th, 1910. 

Dear Archdeacon, 

I have received by yestrday’s mail Sir Arthur Bigge’s thanks for the 
copies of the order of the memorial service in Simla which you sent for 
presentation to His Majesty. Sir Arthur says that these will be submitted to 
the King. 

Tours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. F. PINHEY. 

No, 87. 

To J. B. WOOD, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Govt, of India, Foreign Dept. 


Viceregal Lodge, Simla, July 11th, 1910. 

Mx dear Wood, 

I send herewith two letters to he forwarded to their destination with copy 
of a letter to me from Sir R. Ritchie. Will you kindly look up the correspond¬ 
ence referred to about messages of condolence from the Nizam and the 
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Maharaja Dhiraj of Nepal, and let me know if, in the opinion of the Foreign 
Department, the procedure adopted has been perfectly correct and is not 
likely to cause any friction ? 

Tours sincerely, 

(Sd.) A. F. P1NHEY. 

[Enclosures to the above letter.] 

Copy of a letter from Sir it. Ritchie, dated 24th June 1910. 

Letter with cover from H. M, the King to Prime Minister of Nepal, dated 21st June 1910. 

Letter with cover from H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught to Prime Minister of Nepal, 
dated 23rd June 1910. 






